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TRUTH ABOUT OTIS'S CENSORSHIP
AS TOLD BY JOURNAL, CONFIRMED.

Associated Press’s Correspondent at Manila: Writes a Full Account to}
His Manager of the Way the News Is Forcibly Suppressed

HILL FLAYS RAMAPO GRAB;
FEEBLE RESPONSE HEARD.
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Joumal’s Proceeding Against
the Gigantic Water Corpora=

by the Phillipine General.

Philippines, the maladministration of General Bliwell 8. Otis and the censorship over reports sent to the American newspapers.

Thiz confirmation

C ONFIRMATION is given in the strongest manner to the letters of James Creclman 4o the Journal concerning the misconduct of the campeign in the

ig contained in a private letter from Robert M. Collins, one of the correspondents at Manila of the Associated Press, written to Melville E. Rtone,
general manager of the Assoriated Press, in response to @ request sent by cable for a full explamation of the facts that led up to the action of the corre-

spondents al Manila & preparing and issuing the celebrated “round robih.”

Capies of the letter of Mr. Colling were gent to the several directors of the Associnfed Press.

One of the directors 1s the editor of the Pitisturg Post,

who decided {hat the matter it contained, save some matters not proper for publication, should be printed, Following is the leder;

ANILA, P. 1., July 30, 1890.—Melviile ., Stone, Genera! Manager the
Associated Press, Chicago, U, 8. A.:

My Dear Mr, Stone—Your request for a detalled record of all
cltcumstances leading to the statement cabled té the newspapers by all the
ecorrespandents in Manila is just received. In the beginning it should be ex-
plained that corregpondents had the question of taking some united action
to secure the right to send the facts about the war, or, falllng in that, to
explain to our papers and the public why we were no ttelling the facts, two
morths before the cablegram was releasad.

The censorship enforced during the war and before the beginning of it,
was, according to newspaper men who had worked in Japan, Turkey, Greece,
Fgypt and Russia In war times, and Iin Cuba under the Weyler regime, and
during our war so much more stringent than any hitherto attempted that
we were astonished that the American authorities should ecuntenance it,
and were confident publie opinion would be overwhelmingly against it, if
its methods and purposes became known,

Submitted After Many Appeals.

For a long time we submitted to the censorship becauge of appeals to
our patriotlam and a feeling that we might be accused of a lack thereof if
we made any trouble for the American authorities here.

But when General Otls came down In the frank admission that It was
not intended so much to prevent the newspapers from giving Information
and assistance to the enemy (the legltimate function, and, according to our

His comment was practically the same
”

He did not question thee accuracy of

“This is just the sort of matter the

we tnok the message to the censor,
that he had made on my message.
the statement of conditions, but said:
censorship is intended to suppress.”

Committee Chosen to See Otis.

He, of course, took it to Otis, whe, in turn, sent the messenger request-
ing Davls, of the New ork Sun, to go and seYe him, doubtless thinking
that as he had treatéd the Sun as hi s organ, and its correspondents. being
under obligations to him for special favors, he could work them to give up
the plan. hompson sald he thought Collins and McCuteheon should go also.
A committee was chosen—Davis, MeCutcheon, Bass and 1.

When we were ushersad Into Otis's room lie sald with some anger:

“"GENTLEMEN, YOU HAVE SERVED AN EXTRAORDINARY
PAPER UFPON ME. YOU ACCUSE ME OF FALSEHOOD. THIS CON-
STITUTES A CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT. I WILL
HAVE YOU TRIED BY A GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL AND LET YOU
CHOOSE THE JUDGES.”

We knew from experience with threats to “put you off the island” that
there was nothing to be frightened about, and also knew that all officers
who would be on a court-martial would know we told the truth. Three
hours of exceedingly plain talk followed.

The General did not contradict our statements that the purpose of the
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tion Argued Before the At-
torney-General, '
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view, the only legitimate one, of & censorship), but to keep the knowledge censorship was to keep the facts from the public, but said that what we
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of conditions here from the public at home, and when the censor had re- wanted was to have the people stirred up and make sensations for the + s i . .:
peatedly told us in rullng out plain statements of undisputed facts, .:'My papers. We told him that there had never been any subject furnishing 7 Formaf SenatorSays Ha WQurd- H
Instructions are to let nothing go that can hurt the Administration,” we more good materlal for sensations than this war, and that he should be ; R o
concluded that protest was justifiable, exceedingly grateful to the papers for handling it so temperately. -+ FOON SO PO Tl’ust PFOVIdenCB alh&f
Otis had gained the idea from the long submission by the newspaper In that connection we reminded him that the storles of lootin
i 1 4 g in y 3
men to his dictation that it was a part of the duty of the Governor-Gen-| go1aiars jutiers home had been litle, if any, exaggerated. Davis and Former S:nator Hill Addressing the Attorney-General Than This Compaﬂy tﬁ Keep IL
eral to direct the newspaper correspondents as he did his officers. Mueh | p. . 14 him they had personally seen our soldiers bayoneting the Off Wﬂt&r Famme' )

of the censorship was conducted by him personally, the censor sending a
correspondent to the General with any dispatches about which he had
doubts, The process of passing a message was Identical with the correc-
tion of a composition by .a schoolmaster, Otls or the censor striking out
what displeased them and ingerting what they thought should be said, or,
what came to the same thing, telling the correspondent he must say cer-
taln things If his story was to go.

Press Made Otis's Personal Oégan.

¥n this way the entire Amerlcan press was made the personal organ of
Otis; we were compelled to send nothing but the ol¥cial vergion of all
events and conditions, even whén the official view controverted the opin-
fons of the great mass of the officers in the field and of intelligent resi-
fdents, and was a falsificatlon of events which passed before our eyes.

In this way every fight became a  glorious Ameriean victory, even
though every one in the army knew it to have been substantially a failure,
and we were drilled Into writing, quite mechanically, wholly ridiculous
estimates of the numbers of Filipinos killed.

Repeated appeals made by all the correspondents to thelr papers to
secure change in censorship methods hed been fruitless, and as conditlons
steadily grew worse and fallure was piled up on fallure, while we were
sending rose-colored piotures of successful war and Inhabltants flocking to
the American standard, the repeated suggestions of correspondents that
“We must do something” resulted in a formal meeting,

The Work Made a Farce,

All agraed that thelr work was being made a farce, the papers were
wasting money In keeping them here, that Otls might as well detail some
of his clerhs tc do the work. Each had his own idea of what should be
done. I proposed they protest to the President agalnst the censorship,
with tha request that all matter should be passed except military move-
ments whlctlx would assist the enemy, and I thought it had better be slgned
by the rames of the organizations and papers represented than by our
names, becaus: their display might be construed into a desire for personal
advertisement The others thought we should send a statement of the
conditions, with an explanation to the public why our reports had been so
ndsieading,

On comparing notes we found that we had among us learned the views
of all the American generals and most of the other prominent men In
Maunila whose opinlons were worth considering, and that thére was a prac-
titea: unanimity of opinlons of the situation. The dispateh prepared was
8n epitome of these opinlons. The pressure upon us to “'tell the truth”
from army officers of high rank and men of all classes had been some-

wounded, and T reminded him that the cutting off of the ears of two
American soldlers at Dasmarinas had been merely retaliation for similar
mutilations of dead Fillpinos by the Americans,

We i@ Mim that we had refarined from sending these things and
athers of ‘similar nature because we did not wish to make sensations.

Dealing. with the specifications, we said that the hospital officers re-
fused to give us any informatlon as to the number of sick, on the ground
that he had Instructed them to withhold such faects; also that he had re-
ported to Washington a percentage of 7% slok, when he surgeons agreed
that at least 20 per cent of the command was glek; that not more than 10
per eent of some regiments were fit for duty, and that the hospital force
and room was entirely inadequate, so that they were compelled to dls-
charge hundreds of men who were really sick

Said Soldiers Were Shirking,

His reply was that the hospitals were full of perfectly well men who
were shirking, and should be turned out. To send home figures of the
numbers in hespltals would be entirely misleading,

We reminded him that while he had been reporting to Washington
that “The volunteers will render willing sgervice until relleved,” the same
voluntears were sending regimental petitions to the Governors of their
States to use every influence to secure thelr recall,

In the matter of prejudice against the navy, it was stated on the
parts of the correspondents that all were compelled to change their ae-
counts of the taking of Ilailo, to make it appear that the army had done
the work with immediate assistance from war ships, and that enly a few
houses weie burned. The unquestioned facts told in the original stories
were that the scldlers did not land until three hours after the marines
had ralsed the flag and chased the Insurgents out.

General Otls explalned that the navy was so anxious for glory that it
disobeyed Instructions by landing before the proper time, ete,, although
the correspondents could not have been permitted to gend that explanation
had they known if, and were forced to glve in a false account of what oec-
curred, The facl is questioned by no one that almost all of the busitiess
quarter and much of the other sections were burned,

I reminded him that two stories by Dunning, of the Assoclated Press,
describlng the work of the navy In patrolling the coasts and taking prizes
were “killed” without reason, and the others agreed that the entire atti-
tude of the censorshlp toward the mavy had been one of prejudice and
diserimination.

There seemed to be a childieh fear that the navy woud get some adver-
tising, The censor and Otis himself Jways made us refer to the gunboats
operated by Captaln Grant as “army gunboats’ In their eagerness to keep
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MR. HILL TELLS THE JOURNAL CF THE
PROSPECTS OF ULTIMATE TRIUMPH.

To the Editor of the Journal:

There were no surprises at the hearing before the Attorney-Gen-
eral to-day in the Ramapo matter, except the unexpected weakness of
the company's cage, .

A water company which has no assets, nor any water, nor any res-
ervoirs, pipes or other facllities for the furnishing of water, nor any
contracts of any substance or value, and has never instituted any
procesdings for the condemnation of streams or real estate, and has
never transdcted any corporate or other busginess except the attempt
to perpetrate a tremendous swindle on the taxpayers of New York Clty,
is & mere paper organization, which will be dissolved by the courts.

If the Attorney-General, in the exercise of his sole diseretion, con-
gents to allow a proper actlon te be brought, a legal victory for the
people and the Vigllance Committee may be reasonably expectad in the
near future. DAVID B. HILL.

T, 1899.
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Lawyers agree that it will hﬂl&

+4

MERRITT FOR
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to Send Him, Too, and a Big
Fight Is Now On.

’HILIPPINES.

Friends of General Miles Urging the President

lts Promoters Hava Only 4:, b
Paper Organization, ang
They Can Give No Excuse’
for Its Existence, 5

Albany, Sept. T.—Arguments on the #t.-. S
ceeding hegun by the Jourval to annul the _}
charter of the HRamapo Water MW
were concluded before the Amwm =
eral to-dny. R

Both sides twere heard st length. wt\f
Senator David B. HUl presented the e
Henry L. Scheyerman,
ipartner of Edward Lauterbach, np A
‘in behalf of the compuny. It was 8 W

{
l
1

a precedent uut, as long as
presentt lows exintt, will aerve
gulde In similar contests.
Attorney-General Davies was falr and
tlent. He gave the lawyers all the time
latitude they wanted. He alqplpyed
knowledge of corporntion Jaw, l.ltl bg"
questions helped to bring ont ﬂn e
and make them clear. This was |
service 1o the Jouroal . It was freg
embarrassing to the Ramapo Company.

wig held was filled with,

Stare officlals. who have fo .
matters.” Beside Mr., Hill sut Be
Nnumberg, of Einsteln & Townsend,
Journal's lawyers. Afding 3r. Schoy

were. Herbert H. Limburget and m
White, who is sn authority writer on cor

poration law.
Mr. Hill was at his best. Hig

Washington, Sept. 7.—After forty- dier-Generals Anderson, Henry, Merrigyn|consisted of an s or facts that
eight hours of mlmost constant dis- and, Wade are almost 'qulllr G e b TR g S e ey
cussion nmong the President, See-|y, e dovs . &po Company as A myth n thing

k Miles. Shonld uun here the of- {16ted only on peper; that Wi

retary Root. Professor &churmnan,

Senntor Beverldge
and Adjutanit-Genernl Corblin,
may be xinted positively to-night

s¢| borders of Clina

fllcial excuse will be thnt i e army head-
Genernl Miles| quarters should pot be trapsferred to the

To-night the President Is almost leaning Ylolate
toward the Miles side. The friends of Gen: 18 rlght to longer life.

hateh a plot, that was n mennce to €
ple, that Holnted nmr:Le\er; In
He Inalsted ;

He depounnced the men who

the navy from getting any credit not its due, | that General Merritt will go to the

of things. Before taking any steps we concluded to talk with Otis, and Otis is a very hard man to argue with or to pin down to any definite Philippines. ;
$ itlon, and hils explanation of the fallure of Hall's expedition the first The Presldent’s friends want Genera
. e va romises of greater liberality. . proposit
=y e mad Eue promis E! ¥ " week In June was characteristic. He =aid: “But how could we eapture Miles to go also. Adjutant-Geueral (‘ur:tn
R Another Month of Torture. them when they were not there? They Al got out the night before we.ooisy OPDJeey BIeNS dettll do ot
Then followed g month of history repeating itself. Before the move- stm;::ad and there_ were not two thogsand we found, but only S.ix hundred,” Ardtaton s Ao aaholusin . maat- ks vERLied
ment on Antipolo, Taypay and Morong we were told that it must inevi- e rehearsed in detall the objections to the censorship, which I have yynin forty-eight hours.
tably result in the capture and destruction of Pllar's army of two or three wtlg""di ’:aige P;f}l]m'";g ;’: th“”l leu.;;-. et e = Gienernl Merritt prefers to go alone. He
thousand .men; then the same predictions were made of the movement AY¥ en I réeturned to Manila I asked what T would be per-|does not want a ranking Major General at to ¢
: ¥ i ; pen the campaign agamst the rebels frispd N
to the south {n Cavite Province; nmext the collapse was about to come mm:il t;,’ laz:ndthand g Rl }i‘:‘_cts' Newa about military ‘operations. the same post, General Mlles contends)y . "outones 1. fully a month befate the bility ".,,"‘,’fe pﬁﬁl‘“g{#‘t&&. POTE
through the surrender of General Tries, who would bring over his army. not helpful to the enemy, and my gpinions as opinions, .

eral Mlles cannot upderstand why there .,
should be any doubt as to the wisdom of [RSten 3200,000.000 on the taxpayers i
Lis belng sent. Hla personal and offfclal York- and sald that while they are Ild ;
slaff is already belng provisionally selected. trial now they might be Inter. iy
General Miles rezused to-day to conflrm or He referred to the big mm v

deny the reports in regard to his departupe ing in New York as a gaaran
for Manlia: that the proceeding was m

Whether Merritt goes alone or Mlleg goes Sood faith.

with him, both of these generals favor the In Brlef, he touched on ey W
presence in the feld of General Brooke and carefully the whole fabric 2?'&2"*‘ .
the other genernl officers of the arniy. lald bare il of the facts so far 0% AQ

Whn Secreinry Root's nttention was calied knowg them now, In conclusion,
to the rumor that it had been determined eculpated Senator Platt and the

thing tremendous, and we have been accused of cowardlce and all sorts
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that al Ithe general officers now In this| fime heretofore understood, he ‘,nemmni Tammany Hail,
About the middle of June I wrote a conservative review to the efiect

conntry shonld be sent to the Philippines, | affirmed the statement and gave the geco
that every one here was convinced that it would be impossible to end the
war during the rainy season and for some time thereafter, unless heavy
reinforcements were sent.
- THE' CENSOR'S COMMENT (I MADE NOTE OF IT) WAS: “OF
COURSE, WE ALL KNOW THAT WE ARE IN A TERRIBLE MESS
OUT HERE, BUT WE DON'T WANT THE PEOPLE TO GET EXCITED
ABOUT IT. IF YOU PELLOWS WILL ONLY KEEP QUIET NOW WE
WILL PULL THROUGH IN TIME WITHOUT ANY FUSS AT HOME.”

HE TOOK THE REVIEW TO GENERAL OTIS, WHO SAID:

“TELL COLLINS THAT IF HE WILL HOLD THAT FOR A WEEK
OR TEN DAYS HE WILL THANK ME FOR NOT LETTING HIM SEND
p &) “ 7

Otis Repeated Same Story. :

When I went to see him he repeated the same old story abput the in-
eurrection going to pieces, and hinted so portentiously about having won-
derful things up his sleeve that I almost believed him. The other men had
practically the same experience:

So, after walting a month for the General's predictions to materialize,
we decided to send the statement we had framed without changing It, as
the eonditions had not changed.

The views were the views of Lawton, MacArthur, Funston, Wheaten, et
al, and we could not be accused of prejudice against the Administration.
The attempt to hold the newspapers by the throat was so unusual that
ImnnﬂllﬂWWIiﬁﬁwlhabelWHﬂhdlwddﬂwﬂﬂW& a:;:uMhrat&hm

and indorsed by the whole army,
though we told him that would not be the slightest rellef unless the sys-
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All of the committee agreed that the fulfiliment of that rule would be
satisfactory, and I disclaimed any desire to send my personal opinlons for
the Assoclated Press,

Cieneral Bates was present throughout the interview. At the close Gen-
eral Otis turned to him and asked:

“What would you do with these gentlemen, General?”’

Bates prompily replied: “I would do what I sgald.”

“Court-martial them?" Otls asked.

“No, let them send what you promised—the facts and opinlons as
opinions,’” Bates sald.

The next morning Otls sent for Davis and tried to talk him over.
Among other things, he eomplained that he did not clearly understand
what we wanted. Wishing to glve him a chance to establish a reasonable
censorship, we sent another comrmittée with a written request that we be
allowed to =send all facts not useful to the enemy and deseribe the differ-
ent vigws of the sltuation when [t was open to difference of opinion. The

committee threshed over the same ground several hours, and the result was

a statement In effect that we might send anything which in his opinion
wasg "not prejudicial to the interests of the United Statea.”

That did not change our position in the least, because he had always
construed ag damaging to the Government any story tending to earry the

smallest Inference that his acts and policles were not entirely suecessful . |members of unfons have the pight to take
peaceful measures to prevent others from
taking places durlng a strike.
1 In favor of fron Moulders' Tnlon No.| &

He also appolnted a new censor, al-

temi was changed, and he promised to keep the censor fully posted on all
events—an arrangement which he has not cq‘rried into- amnuom '
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becnuss they are nesded there,

intervlew he has granted since he has taken
While Merritt 45 sure to go nod Briga-| hold.

victory for unlon labor bas been rendered
by the Appellate DMvislon of the Supreme
Comrt now sitting at Saeatogn.

STRIKERS' RIGHTS

UPHELD IN COURT

They Can Use Peaceful Means to Prevent the Filling

of Places—Injunction Dissolved-—Important
Victory for the Iron Moulders.

’l‘mr in the action bmsht
{ Willam Silelcher, Jr.,
8lelcher.

The appeal was brought by James Gro-

Albany, Bept. T.—A decitlon which Is a

In effect the conrt bolds that Individoal “i‘,‘{ Choster, granted Janos
=

h made perminent & pre?minary in:

The declsion | infurive: or interferin

er, Jr., and Willlam N.

" Willlam 8le
Moulders | Slesehor, fron founders,
and other labor organlzations located 1a ﬁnﬁ' “Threats of Lntiaidation.
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gan, as president of the llon‘lden TUnion.
The decislon reverses an orﬂer of Jus-

Junetlon  resteaining the onlon men from
with the business

Waterviiet, by

Ramapo's Evidence Feeble.

Mr. Schenerman did the best he conld

with 8 csse that was clearly very wenk.

The -evidence he presented at the outs

was 8o fechle as to create the slon,
that he was concealing his xtnmmlm*

last: But_his case wis never .

Atrarner{ienﬂul Itld to prompt
“Please il{ to

Once II erll‘d T “Wir do M G
send a lawyer here who
noth lu about the facts of ,
case " i ol

This may have been unjust.
Schenermnn's chief o -
have been in knowing too =
facts. He denled that there was an
that the company had

for & year. He demied lhgﬁeim Lo
ng on the “ P

was

cmcalr' a few of
HiN. All of the others

bunch,

decldes ﬁnintnt the company, l&.ﬁ- =

brought
pany's eharter. The matter now

the Attorney-General,

Address of Mr. Hill S 5t

Mr. Hil's speech pmutls' the facts u? .
the case was as follows:

“If the Atmma;.ﬂum plouu. L} ‘gﬂ
time since the of tiu nt New

[York were lnformed that on
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